[Clinical significance of determination of anti-HCV antibodies].
This study was conducted to evaluate the clinical significance of assays of hepatitis C virus (HCV) antibodies to manage the liver diseases due to HCV. To detect HCV infection accurately, the second-generation anti-HCV assays such as EIA, PHA and TND-2 were more useful than other assays such as anti-C100-3 antibody, anti-GOR antibody, and anti-JCC-2 antibody, because the second generation anti-HCV assays showed positive rates in over 90% of the cases with positive HCV-RNA. Although in some patients the determination of anti-GOR, anti-JCC-2, IgM anti-HCV and their titrations revealed the severity of liver disease and were useful to predict the effects of interferon therapy, measurements of these antibodies were not considered so useful as clinical parameters for management of patients with liver disease due to HCV. However, the fact that the changes of serum titer of anti-JCC-2 correlated well to the changes of serum transaminase levels in a few patients with IFN suggests that the clinical significance of anti-HCV core antibodies should be further discussed.